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M6taux Precieux." This summarizes the first four volumes (1896, 
1897, 1898, and 1899) of the newly published Rapports du directeur 
de V administration des monnaies de France. The volumes are between 
300 and 400 pages each, and are divided into four parts. The first 
part contains a series of statistical and general legislative documents 
concerning France and her colonies, reports showing the movements 
of the money in France, and a synopsis of all important monetary 
acts and amendments in that country The second part treats simi- 
larly the financial history of the other states of the Latin union. 
The third part considers all other countries in the same way, in so 
far as the comprehensiveness of the published financial statistics of 
each country will permit. The fourth part, entitled " Statistiques 
Generals," summarizes the information for the entire world; giving 
the production of the precious metals, the coinage of gold and silver, 
financial stock, and the industrial manufacture of silver and gold. 
The report for 1899 contains the result of the investigations of a 
special commission instituted at Berlin for the purpose of determining 
the amount of gold coin that is used, each year, in the manufacture 
of artistic or industrial articles. The volumes are illustrated by 
various diagrams, plans, and pictures. Iii describing this publication, 
M. de Foville gives briefly the history of the work and a short though 
critical analysis of the method employed by him in the performance 
of the extensive editorial and statistical duties connected with it. 

E. H. D. 



STATISTICS OF PAUPERISM. 



Table IX of the Report of the State Board of Charity for 1901 
is a new one. It differs from any that have previously been given 
by the Board, chiefly in the fact that the settlement question has 
been eliminated. Hitherto the story of the increase or decrease of 
relief and support of the different classes of paupers has been difficult 
to follow in the statistical tables, because the student has had to read 
it through the obscuring medium of the settlement law, and has never 
known, without comparing a number of tables, whether to attribute 
variations in a given column of figures to changes in that law or to 
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changes in the actual number of persons receiving support or relief. 
The present table shows the yearly cost of pauper relief in Massachu- 
setts from 1878 to 1900, inclusive, separated into the main headings 
of full support, partial support (chiefly outdoor relief), administrative 
expenses, and vagrancy. 

The cost of full support is divided into the cost at almshouses, at 
insane hospitals, and elsewhere. In addition there are given columns 
showing the average weekly cost at almshouses and insane hospitals 
and elsewhere, and the average weekly amount of partial support, 
also columns showing the cost to each inhabitant of the Common- 
wealth of full support, partial support, and both together. Room is 
also found for columns showing the number of persons receiving full 
support and partial support respectively, and the number of cases of 
vagrancy. 

The " demnition total, " which is what the average man is most 
interested to know about, has risen considerably, especially in the 
years 1895 to 1900 inclusive. In 1878 it was ninety-seven cents per 
inhabitant of the State ; in 1884 it had risen only to $1.04. The 
next year it jumped to 11.15, but in 1894 it was still only $1.07. 
In 1895 it was $1.18, and in the last three years it has increased up 
to $1.26 for 1900. Until the board has applied their new method in 
statistics to the number of persons supported and relieved from year 
to year so that one can tell the percentage of the population represent- 
ed by each class of paupers it will be difficult to easily ascertain 
wherein the increase in expense has occurred, how far it is due to 
increase in numbers, in what classes of paupers this increase has 
occurred, and how far if is due to increased care. 

The present figures show that the average weekly cost at alms- 
houses increased from $1.98 in the year 1880 to an average of about 
$2.30 ever since, although in 1900 it was as high as $2.47. The 
average weekly cost at insane hospitals reached its highest, $3.81, in 
1887. In 1900 it was $3.38. it is gratifying to see that the aver- 
age weekly amount of what is practically outdoor relief has risen 
from sixty-two and a half cents in 1878 to ninety cents in 1900. 
while the number of persons so relieved has fallen from 23,000 in 
the former year to 1 9,000 in the latter, a decrease, however, which 
seems to have taken place chiefly in the year 1880. 



